
   

Frequently asked questions   

Choosing the right school for your child is one of the most important decisions that you will make as a parent / 

carer. It requires careful consideration and a clear understanding of what the process entails. Here at St Francis, 

we are confident that we offer an excellent Catholic education. To support the process, we have provided 

answers to a number of frequently asked questions that we receive annually. We trust that this will enable you 

to make an informed decision.   

Does my child have to be a baptised catholic to be offered a place at St Francis of Assisi Catholic College?   

The admissions criteria is available on the school website https://www.stfrancis.cc/about-

us/admissions/official-documentation/  If the number of applications exceeds the admission number, the 

governors will give priority to applications in accordance with the criteria listed, provided that the governors 

are made aware of that application before decisions on admissions are made. The vast majority of students at 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic College are baptised Catholic. However, each year places are offered to a number 

of non- catholic students. 

How do I apply? 

• Applications must be made via, and to, your Local Authority directly by 31st October. 

• The Supporting Evidence Form must be returned to St Francis of Assisi directly by 31st October.   

I already have a child at St Francis, does this mean that their younger sibling is guaranteed a place?   

In all categories, priority will be given to those who have a sibling or brothers or sisters who are legally 

adopted and attending St Francis of Assisi at the proposed time of admission. If there is oversubscription 

within a category, the Governors will give priority first to siblings, then to children living closest to the school.   

My child has been baptised, but I do not have their baptism certificate. Will they still be offered a place?   

A copy of your child’s Baptismal certificate should be sent directly to the school together with the Supporting 

Evidence Form, in line with the deadline for returning your home authority application form. In special 

circumstances where this is unobtainable (e.g. applicants from abroad) a letter from your current parish 

priest or minister of religion must be sent directly to the school to support the application. If you fail to send 

in the Supporting Evidence Form your application will be submitted as a non-catholic. Once places have been 

offered, it is not possible to rescind them. Therefore, should supporting evidence be provided after the date 

of offers, there is no guarantee that places will be available.   

My child has Special Educational Needs, does this mean that they will be offered a place at St Francis?   

Children with an Education health Care Plan (EHCP) will be given priority. If your child has an EHCP, you are 

welcome to discuss the support we could offer them with our Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator 

(SENDCO) Mrs S Padhiar.  Parents/ Carers whose child has an EHCP follow the normal admissions procedures 

and the Statutory Assessment or Annual Review process.     
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What about transport to and from school?   

Our school is served by several public bus services which a large majority of students use to travel to and 

from school.  The majority of services drop off and collect in Aldridge town centre which is a 10 minute walk 

from school but some do come onto the school site. A search on the travel planner section of the West 

Midlands Travel website or Bus Link website will show the routes and timetables. 

    



 

  


